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Foreword



In this edition of The Politics of Public Budgeting, as in prior editions, I argue that public budgeting is necessarily and appropriately political, in the sense of reflecting public priorities. The process of tapping into public needs and desires and incorporating them into the public budget is complicated and not necessarily smooth. In recent years, that process has become tumultuous, much more partisan, and ideological. The work of government budgeters has become more difficult, sometimes nightmarish. Courts mandate spending while ideologues prohibit tax increases; bridges collapse from lack of sufficient money and maintenance, taking lives and property and cutting off transit routes. Social service providers don’t get their contractual payments and as a result shrink services and lay off staff. States run out of unemployment funds and have to borrow, at above market rates, from the federal government or tighten eligibility, shorten the time that the unemployed can receive benefits, and/or reduce the amount of money they can receive.
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